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“I will definitely capture Kyiv”
The image of the schmuck (chmonya), the incapable Russian military man, sometimes drunk 

and ridiculously dressed in uniform-like clothes of a wrong size



Russia / Spain



Putin memes (Google trends; worldwide)



Memes 

…make sense of / comment on the ongoing 
events

… have a humorous purpose (Weitz 2017; 
Tsakona 2017)

…but are ideologically loaded (Wiggins 2019)



https://www.faceb
ook.com/Ukrainian
MemeSquad

https://twitter.com/
uamemesforces

https://www.facebook.com/UkrainianMemeSquad
https://twitter.com/uamemesforces




Ukraina meemid (Ukraine memes)



Data

• 712 images posted there between February 24 and April 8, 2022

Research questions:

• what was the format of memes

• what content categories emerged in the data

• what was the prevailing ideological stance



Form

• 73% meme with caption (English, Russian, Ukrainian or Estonian -
only 7% of the 241 captioned memes)

• 23% only image (include caricatures)

• 4% video memes. 

• “not exactly a meme, but…”



This defender of Ukraine says 
that he has two measures against 
bullets. One of these is his 
daughter’s drawing of a cat which 
she gave him

Not exactly a meme, but…



Content





Stupid orc

One’s (Lukashenko’s) voice 
turns into this if they 
smoke a lot of pot 

/Image of Putin and 
Lukashenko as old ladies/

Comments
Stance



Concluding remarks

• Global-local tensions in memes

• Access to English, Russian, Ukrainian (also Polish, Finnish and other) 
meme sources

• Memes are discussed actively in the comments, where localisation 
takes place


