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The Germans abroad: when, why and how?

• Middle ages: German eastward
expansion (Ostsiedlung)

• 1762: German settlers were invited
to Russia

• Beginning of 20th century: moving
from one colony to another

• Two main areas in the project: the
Baltics and Wolhynia

Alfred Baldamus, Julius Koch, F.W. Putzger (dir), 
Ernst Schwabe (dir.) Historischer Schul-Atlas, 
Velhagen & Klasing publ., Bielefeld and Leipzig 
1897



Problems of localisation: lost villages

https://www.ahnenforschung-grohn.de/index.php/wolhynien/orte-staedte/natalin: die Karte wurde von Ador
Henkel, Sohn des Johann Henkel aus Natalin gezeichnet, Erhalten und zur Veröffentlichung freigegeben von Günter 
Kotke.

https://www.ahnenforschung-grohn.de/index.php/wolhynien/orte-staedte/natalin


Baltic Germans: ruling the colonised land

• First Germans settled in the
Baltics in the 13th century

• 18th century until WWI: Russian 
Baltic governorates

• Major land owners

• Mainly higher social classes, 
(almost) no German peasants



Bringing in German workers

• Industrialisation: lack of affordable
working force for agriculture

• Revolution of 1905: distrust in 
locals

• 1906-1914 a wave of bringing
German workers from Russia

• Reactions of Estonians: 
compassion, othering, fear

• German occupation of Estonia 
during World War I: plans of 
colonizing the land

• Land reform in 1919: 1065 manors
were expropriated in Estonia

Handwörterbuch des Grenz- und Auslanddeutschtums. Bd. II. Breslau 1936



Map: places 
where 

workers were 
brought in 

1914



Map: places where workers were brought and places where the 
correspondents of newspaper Postimees reported to know German 
settlers

• Black: German workers

• Blue: correspondents know 
about them 

• Red: correspondents do not 
know about them

Map: ArcGis online



Where were the manors where the colonists
were known to be?

Map made in Palladio: http://hdlab.stanford.edu/palladio/

http://hdlab.stanford.edu/palladio/


Wolhynia Germans to the Baltics in 1914

Palladio: http://hdlab.stanford.edu/palladio/

http://hdlab.stanford.edu/palladio/


Faceted browsing in Palladio



Simple network analysis in Palladio



The German colonies in the Baltics

Schulz, Rudolf 1938. Der deutsche Bauer im Baltikum. Berlin, Volk-und-Reich-Verlag, S. 150.



Heimtal: land ownership in the 1930s



Former Heimtal: land ownership in the 1970s



Former Heimtal in Estonian Republic



1939: Heim ins Reich



Documents describing the
process of resettelment
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Documents describing the
process of resettelment



Documents describing the
process of resettelment



OCR solutions for typewritten documents

• ODR-D (https://ocr-d.de/) and Abbyy Finereader for the tables

 
 
 
  
  
 
  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 

                                                                     

  
 
  
 
 
  
 

                                

 
  
 
  
 
  
 

                      

 
 
 
  
  
 
  
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 

                                                                     

  
 
  
 
 
  
 

                                

 
  
 
  
 
  
 

                      

            

        

         

         

                       

      

                    

          

            

                 

             

       

         

                      

       

         

    

    

         

                 

                     

             

                   

                 

                     

       

         

                 

       

         

         

              

                 

         

              

           

          

                   

       

           



Crowdsourcing in Zooniverse



Crowdsourcing in Zooniverse



Georeferencing historical maps for analysis



Where were the Germans resettled?



Where were the Volhynian Germans 
resetteled according to the documents?



To sum up: 
digitally enabled research perspectives

• Digital methods are helpful for systematizing large amounts of
archival materials and understanding large-scale patterns

• Mapping for visualisation and for analysis

• Readily-available digitized collections and materials shape the
research questions

kaisa.langer@tu-dresden.de

mailto:kaisa.langer@tu-dresden.de

